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The Bugbrooke ñLINKò Committee 

Published bi-monthly. Circulated free to every household within the Parish 
boundary of Bugbrooke. The ñLINKò Management Committee is elected in 
accordance with the Constitution and Rules at the AGM in May. 

Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer/Vice Chairman 
Production & Website 
Advertising 
Adverts Production 
Submissions  
E-mail to    
Web site address 
Deadline for August issue 

Paul Cockcroft, 31 Pilgrims Lane 
Barbara Bell, 68 Chipsey Avenue 
Jim Inch, 16a High Street 
Geoff Cooke, 1 Browns Yard 
Sheila Willmore, 31 Oaklands 
Gwynneth White, 1 Homestead Drive 
Pat Kent, 1 High Street 
bugbrookelink@gmail.com 
www.bugbrookelink.co.uk 
3rd July 2017 

Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our 
contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions in the 
factual content of the information. 

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not 
necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee.  

Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not necessarily 
 endorsed by the LINK Management Committee. 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 204), June 2017 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

 
In my Chairmanôs report at the AGM I described the LINK 
Magazines over the last year as informative and interesting. Youôll 
be pleased to know that applies equally to this issue, with 
fascinating contributions as well as news and dates for village 
organisations and events. 

I particularly like the piece titled ñTulipmaniaò concerning a trip to the Netherlands; 
the ñHurricaneò report and amazing local history from 100 years ago during the Great 
War. 

To produce this publication every two months involves the combined effort of a 
great team, with much work carried out behind the scenes. As well as the committee 
members, who I thanked individually at the AGM, there are many others who contribute 
throughout the year. 

So a big thank you to all the advertisers, deliverers, photographers, writers, web 
site and social media followers and of course our faithful readers. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 03 July 
2017, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred way of 

us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
Finally the Parish Council has its own website www.bugbrookeparishcouncil.org.   

The new website has lots of information about the Parish Council and the village 
generally and will be regularly updated.  There are also some lovely photos on the site 
taken by local residents, who have very kindly agreed to let us share their great pictures.  
We are also connected to Twitter and Facebook and there is a ñcontact usò form for any 
resident wanting to contact the Parish Council. 

Please do take a look and let us know if there is something particular you would 
like to see on the website. 

Councillors have expressed their gratitude to Bugbrooke LINK for allowing us to 
share their site for so long.  The Parish Council will of course continue to work closely 
with the LINK as it is such an important part of communicating with residents. 

The new financial year provides a new opportunity for local groups or organisations 
to apply to the Parish Council for grant funding.  This year, the amount available is 
increased and in certain circumstances the total amount that can be applied for is also 
increased to Ã1,000, but generally itôs Ã500.  Is your  group or organisation in need of 
some new  equipment or are you fund raising for a specific project and need some help?  
Grant applications are considered at the meetings in June, September, December and 
March. 

  Any village organisation can apply, and the application form is available on the 
Bugbrooke Parish Council - Noticeboard; Policies ï Grant Funding.    Applications will 
next be considered at the meeting on June 12, so applications must be received by 3rd 
June at the latest.  Any received after that date will be held over until the September 
meeting. 

Front Page:   Tim Randleôs picture taken when the footpaths were still muddy. 
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 If you need help completing the application or advice on whether your organisation 
is eligible, please contact the Parish Clerk on 01604 832838 or 
bugbrookepc@btconnect.com. 
Parking issues in the village 
The parking in and around the village is an issue that is always popular with many 
residents.  We have all experienced problems in one place or another at different times, 
but unfortunately it is a problem of modern living in a village. The Parish Council, 
together with most residents, would not wish to see a full scale parking scheme with the 
double yellow lines throughout the village ï too much like the centre of Northampton. 

However, there are one or two locations that have been identified, where it is felt 
they would benefit from parking restrictions being imposed, to try and make road safety 
better for all road users.  The locations that the Parish Council have noted as  causing 
particular problems are:- 

The junction of Smitherway and Johns Road; 
The junction of Levitts Road and Johns Road; 
At these locations vehicles parked close to the corners make it hazardous for other 

road users turning in and out of the side roads, especially Levitts Road with the number 
of road users attending the Doctorôs surgery, the pharmacy or the Post Office.  

The other location that has been identified is Church Lane, from the southern end of 
the lay-by for a length of approximately 20 metres. Vehicles parked on this section of the 
highway can cause other road users to pull into the centre of the road, occasionally 
meeting another car or worse an HGV coming in the opposite direction!   

The Parish Council is proposing to request Northamptonshire Highways to 
implement parking restrictions at these locations, and would like to hear from residents 
with their views on the proposal.  Do you think it is good idea?  Would you prefer not to 
have any more yellow lines laid down in the village?  Please let us know what you think 
by contacting the Clerk, either via the new Parish Council website ï 
www.bugbrookeparishcouncil.org.uk or by email at bugbrookepc@btconnect.com or by 
phone on 832838 and leave a message.  

Anarchy - Fact or Fiction?  
Research seems to indicate (if only marginally) that driving on the left 
rather than the right-hand side of a road is safer, because people tend to 
be right-handed and right-eye dominant. Driving on the left allows the 
dominant eye to focus on oncoming traffic and keeps the dominant hand 
on the steering wheel!  

However, on a recent holiday in Italy this seemed to me a 
superfluous argument, as the majority of Italian drivers appear to prefer 
the middle of the road and tourists stick out like a sore thumb, as they are the only ones 
wearing seat belts!  

The somewhat anarchic national approach to driving makes negotiating the long 
and high winding roads an even bigger challenge, alongside a culture of overtaking at 
the first opportunity even in the centre of towns and ignoring double white lines, with your 
arm hanging out of the window while holding a cigarette and using your mobile phone in 
the other hand!  

When it comes to parking, Italian driversô behaviour would send our own traffic 
wardens into absolute meltdown! Cars are frequently abandoned on pedestrian 
crossings, seemingly unrestricted parallel parking is ignored and cars can often be 
squeezed into the smallest space, even if this means parking at 45 degrees and leaving 

http://Www.Bugbrookeparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
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the boot sticking out in the road. I have pictures to prove it! Added to this, more than two 
people on a motorbike is normal, crash helmets are often worn like a poached egg on 
top of the head enabling an unobstructed view of the riderôs phone as they text, young 
children seated on the driverôs lap and tailgating being regarded as an art-form, rather 
than a dangerous accident waiting to happen!  

All joking aside, I saw two very messy accidents and was thankful I took out extra 
all-inclusive car insurance with the rental company! Observing all the above and much 
more beside left me wondering how far can such disregard, for not only the letter of the 
law (seat belts were made compulsory in 1989) but also a common courtesy to others 
can go, before total anarchy becomes the rule? It was interesting to observe for 
example, that when the police wearing body armour pulled a driver over, the officer 
dealing with the driver was accompanied by another police officer  - armed with a sub-
machine gun!  

So where do we draw the line? Do we continue to live a life on the edge of anarchy 
as illustrated by the obvious disregard of the law and rules of the road in Italy? Or do we 
observe not only the law of the land, but also the call of God on our lives as individuals 
and as communities, for none of us is totally independent or above the law, but 
interdependent to a varying extent on one to another. 

The prophet Amos, who lived about eight centuries before Christ, had a vision. He 
saw God as a builder standing at the top of a wall with a plumb-line in his hand (Amos 
Chapter 7 v 1 to 15). Amos hears God say, ñI am using it to show that my people are 
like a wall that is out of line.ò Godôs people are found to be off at an angle, in error from 
where they are supposed to be. They donôt measure up. We may not even be aware 
that we have drifted out of alignment until God holds up the plumb-line and we are able 
to see where we are in relation to where we are supposed to be. The journey towards 
uncontrolled anarchy and all its consequences starts with us and Godôs plumb-line. How 
do you, me and all of us measure up?  
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

Village Profile 
Terry Ward  - Parish Councillor, Postmaster 1969 ï 1999 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
Yes apart from 2 years when I was in the R.A.F. and did National 
Service (1957-59), stationed in Goch in Germany. My Mother, 
Victoria Alexandra Mary, known as Queenie, was born in the Five 
Bells where Grandfather, James Ambler, was Landlord for a while. 
She had 4 brothers and 4 sisters ï a big family. The family moved 
to Brooke Farm (corner of the Paddocks) where Grandfather then 
ran the farm. My father bought this house in 1938 and so I lived 
here when I was 4, moved out when I got married and back when 
my mother retired. I have one sister, 18 months younger than me, 
who now lives near Oundle. She used to win beauty contests. Both Mother and Father 
were very strong C of E and did everything to help the Church. Mother sang in the Choir 
and both were on the Church Council. And so was I. I went to Sunday School too. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes. We had a car and father used to take us out all over the place. I went to Bugbrooke 
Primary School. Didnôt pass the 11 plus so went to a private school in Salcey Forest. I 
left when I was 15, worked on my uncleôs farm for 3 years and then became an 
apprentice agricultural engineer until National Service when I was 23. Back home in 
1959 after 6 months in agricultural engineering I got a job with Express Lifts where I 
stayed for 9 years and then took over the Post Office from my Mother in 1969 when she 
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