
Letters to sponsors from Tony and Sue Pace from their visit to Tanzania in January 

2014 on behalf of BEAT. 

(17/1/2014) Dear all 
It is us again in sunny Tanzania enjoying our first beer of the second weekend. We arrived a week ago 
and moved up to our house last Sunday. It is opposite the one we had last year. We have had a 
western loo installed though they seem to think that an Asian pan (squat loo) is more hygienic when 
people are sharing. We have water and electricity - sometimes both together !!! and a new girl,Ann, 
who cooks, cleans and washes for used for £10 per week. Last week she went a bit mad and spent £12 
an food, enough for 2 weeks. 

 
School is going well. They are expecting 130 new pupils who are dribbling in when they can make some 
contribution towards their school fees. We have ordered 100 more desks but they will not arrive until 
next week after the classroom has been repainted. In the meantime they sit on what few desks they 
have and upturned buckets. Sue sat in on a history class for Form 1, age 14ish, taught in English which 
most don't understand !!! It ain't like UK schools! 
The new admin block and classroom built in our absence are great (see top and right of picture)  - 
maybe we should stay away more ?? We are painting the classrooms we did last year (on left) to the 
same pattern before we start new projects. With what money remains, their priority is a further 
teacher house, a boy,s toilet and electricity connection to admin block. 
The temperature is hitting 30 most days and even some Africans are complaining about the heat but 
not us. Every day we have met so many old friends and it has all been rather exhilarating. Just this 
evening as we came to dinner we met Mark Jacobson  (look him up on the internet) at the Indian 
restaurant in the impala's which isn't he best in Arusha. Sue World's for him when we first came here 
and we have met him every time since. 
Best wishes to you all and we love to hear your news. 
Tony and Sue 
 
(23/1/2014) Dear All, 

You are probably fed up with us doing this sort of thing by now but here we go anyway. 

 The Local Government head has offered to add extra funds if we will change priorities and build a 

proper science laboratory for the school. This was the schools top priority but we couldn't afford it. The 

School Board and Headmistress are delighted and after careful consultation and consideration we have 

agreed. However this means we have to abandon all projects not already started. In particular it means 

the school will not get another teacher house which they need desperately. 



So we have decided, without telling the school, to make a quick appeal to you all to see if we can raise 

£13,500 in a hurry. We have already got promises of £2,000 so we are well started but if we are to do 

this we need to know quickly because we need 5 weeks to build the house. If you can contribute, or 

know anyone else who might, please let us know as soon as possible. 

Having teachers in residence is important to the performance of the school - actually it makes a huge 

difference. The local community, who are very poor, is more likely to raise money for additional 

classrooms than for teachers houses which is why we elected to go for a teacher house initially. And 

yes we really can build a house for 4 people for just £13,500 - not quite to western standards but they 

will be very happy with it. 

As ever we promise that every penny raised will be used for building - no overheads. 

Please do not send any money now. If we get enough promises we will let you know and give you the 

bank details of the Bugbrooke East Africa Trust. 

Tony & Sue - in sunny Tanzania 

 

(31/1/2014) Dear All 

It has been an interesting fortnight but we have also lost a week of building time. Most of you will 
know of our  
special appeal and we have been overwhelmed by your support - thank you all. You will remember 
that, following a meeting with the District Executive Director, we dropped our previous plans and 
started planning a laboratory which had been their first priority. Then we had the mad idea of making 
an extra appeal to see if we could reinstate the teachers house which they do need desperately. You 
were so generous that we had decided we could build one side of the teacher house. 
Then son Andrew stepped in with the idea of his getting sponsorship for the Kilimanjaro marathon and 
this started a whole new line line of effort with our charity chairman in England and Andrew working 
together to set up a "JustGiving" account and us offering what advice and support we  could over a 
very slow internet. Anyway he has done it and he is raising even more money. So then we decided, a 
bit of a risk, that we could build the whole teacher house. 

 
In the meantime, Tanzania ground forward with its usual slowness and the District Engineer came up 
with an incomplete but expensive plan for how a school laboratory should look. Tony decided to put 
his project manager hat on and work this to an achievable 65 million shillings which we had committed 
to. We have now pretty much got it worked out except how we make a Fume Cupboard (who 



remembers their school chemistry?). The school are very happy and the DED will get a detailed 
specification that can be used by other schools. 

Construction of the teacher house started at the beginning of the week and the laboratory started on 
wednesday.  Of course they still don't get a boys toilet but hey,   boys and trees !!! 

In the meantime Sue has painted 2 classrooms at Kimnyak primary that Bugbrooke school is linked to. 
And is now painting library shelves in Olmotonyi school. It all helps to save on labour bills! but Tony 
yells at her not to do too much as it's exhausting work in this heat. 
Sue's next project is going to be the clinic we built last year. They still haven't sorted out the water 
supply and have no equipment or medicines. The doctor seems very young and rather inexperienced 
but Sue is about to change that for him. Poor man doesn't know what is about to hit him!!!  Sadly 
much of the problem in this country is a lack of initiative 
Otherwise life continues as normal. Weather hot and getting hotter, three really hot afternoons  this 
week, and the dust gets thicker by the inch. We are losing weight on our semi vegetarian diet and the 
power cuts are fewer than last year ( perhaps we shouldn't have said that !!).  
We are looking forward to the whole family joining us in two weeks - for his birthday !! Hope none of 
you are flooded, they could do with some rain here. 
Love to all, 
Tony and Sue 
Pictures of teacher house under way, Sue at private infant school and laying out of laboratory 
foundations. 
 
(14/2/2016) Dear All 
Maybe we shouldn’t write these letters. It was a mistake to ask for a bit of rain and we should never 
have mentioned power-cuts. Last weekend the weather started to change and we had a first big rain 
storm and a rather dull weekend – though not cold of course. Then twice in the last week we have had 
very big rain storms and the second one caused a major 24 hour power cut. 
But perhaps the power cut wasn’t caused by the rain because last Wednesday morning Tony and the 
local Councillor went to Tanesco, the national monopoly electricity company. Those of you who have 
followed us over several years will know that Tony has a special relationship with Tanesco !!!!  The 
reason for the visit was to ask them to connect a supply to the dispensary we built last year. But they 
refused because the previous occupants had not paid a large outstanding bill and they will not make a 
new connection until that bill is paid. It has been made clear to them that this debt is nothing to do 



with the current clinic but they won’t budge. The reality is that Tanesco have never made any effort to 
recover that money and they hope we will pay it for them. Not a Chance. 
Immediately after the meeting, Tony and Councillor went off to see the local MP who was absolutely 
clear that Tanesco are wrong. He phoned them but they still won’t budge. So he suggested the 
Councillor write a formal letter, but to be composed by Tony, requesting a connection and setting out 
the circumstances – copies to go to everybody senior he can think of and he will take a copy back to 
Dar es Salaam that evening to see the relevant Minister. We are hoping this will shift Tanesco but let’s 
wait and see.  
In the meantime, the building of the teacher 
house (thanks to your generosity and Andrew’s 
marathon sponsors) has continued but slowed 
down a little as the local community want to buy 
the wood for the roof trusses and the source they 
are using can’t deliver until next Monday. 
However this will save a bit of money which has 
been used to buy rolls of pipe to get water to the 
clinic and two more taps for the community (see 
picture). This water all comes from the original 
school supply which is still excellent. It was all 
done very quickly and we have seen water in the 
dispensary taps, rather muddy as the pipes have 
to clear. The only problem now is to teach the local people to treat the water with respect, share it 
fairly and don’t waste it. 
The laboratory is progressing rapidly. Foundations are complete and the walls started going up on the 

day of the big storm (see picture). Pretty much all 
the details have now been worked out and the 
benches and cupboards are all in construction. We 
have even sorted out how to make a Fume 
Chamber (we think !!) and that is also under way. 
We know it is not going to be finished by the time 
we leave but we hope we will see it with the roof 
on.  
Sue has finished painting at Kimnyak Primary but, 
having got the bug, couldn’t resist painting the 
new library shelves at Olmotonyi (see picture). 
The fame of this wonderful school is spreading 
and everyday new pupils arrive wanting to 

transfer from other schools. If they are Year 2 they have to take a test, pass mark 30%, or they will not 
be accepted. At least 50% fail and are sent back to their old school – one of them got 0% !!  The 
bursaries that some of you were kind enough to donate have been paid over. This year they have 
decided to use this fund to pay half the school fees of needy girls in Year 2; the complication is that 
some of the families now believe they don’t have to pay anything – and so it goes!? A similar 
complication has arisen over desks. We (you) have bought 200 desks in the past year but this does not 
absolve the duty for every new student to buy a desk; but, because desks are already here, they think 
there is no need to buy one. So last week the Second master removed the desks of all those first year 
students who hadn’t paid – it was amazing how quickly the money came in after that. Now children 



have their own desk with a unique number which they “own”, and if it gets broken they have to repair 
it. 
We are looking forward to the whole family coming at the weekend and the party for Tony’s 70th at 
Tarangire. We hope the weather stays kind though it is forecast to be a bit cooler – only 26-28 each 
day. 
Love and best wishes to you all 
Tony and Sue 
 
(2/3/2014) Dear All,  
It's been three weeks since our last letter and quite a lot has happened since then. The children 
(normal and grand) arrived two weeks ago and since then life has been hectic - looking after them and 
keeping the building going. 
In the first week we took them on quick visits to several schools and then on Wednesday they went off 
on safari to Ngorongoro; we met them a day later at Tarangire and they were very lucky with their 
animal sightings. If anyone is ever thinking about a Safari, Leopard Tours did a brilliant job at a very 
good price. On Friday evening there was the big event when Sue discovered she was married into an 
old man!!! A couple of days later Jo and family had to go home and they were very sad to leave. 
The following week Andrew, Wendy and family made longer visits to schools and Katie and Toby had 
the chance to sit in on several lessons. One day they joined in a class English test and thankfully they 

both passed! They also visited an 
orphanage, some africans' houses and 
markets. 
At the same time, Tony was keeping the 
school building going. The teachers house is 
nearly finished but they have forgotten to 
put windows in two of the bedrooms 
(Tanzania!!!). The laboratory still has some 
way to go but we saw the roof go on before 
we left. Tanesco have connected electricity 
to the laboratory and the admin block but 
they won't shift on providing electricity to 
the dispensary. The school gave us a small 
but enjoyable party last Friday - and Toby 
joined in the maasai dancing. 
On Saturday we left Arusha to go to Moshi 
and this morning Andrew was the first 
Mzungu  ( white man) across the line in a 
the Kilimanjaro marathon - under 3 hours 
but behind half of Kenya. He and we are 
now recovering and drinking Kilimanjaro 
beer. Long journey home tomorrow to the 
cold. 
Thanks for all your emails and we'll see you 
soon 
Tony & Sue 

 



 


