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Front Page:   Our Christmas cover by Abi Cummins aged 6. Thanks to all of you who 

sent in cover pictures. 

Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 225), December 2020 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

This is the last issue of 2020 which has been a very unusual 
and challenging year for everyone in the village and those of 
us working to bring you the LINK Magazine. 

I am so grateful to all those that have contributed over 
the last 12 months and in particular thank the committee, our 
advertisers, the printers and all the delivery team. 

Thank you to those who entered the competition for the front cover and we hope 
you enjoy our choice of the winning entry. I’m sure you’ll find something of interest in 
these pages and that the quiz keeps you busy and entertained for a few hours. 

We wish you a peaceful Christmas and a healthy New Year. 
The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 04 

January 2021, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the 

preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
As we come to the end of the year, it is an opportunity to look back over the past 12 
months.  In January we could never have predicted the events that have overtaken 
us all this year, but although it has been difficult for everyone and disastrous for 
some, the community spirit that has been present in the village is very inspiring and 
encouraging.  The Parish Council was expecting to have elections in May, but of 
course these were cancelled and most of the existing Councillors have remained to 
discover the wonderful new world of Zoom meetings!  But that said, we have been 
continuing to try and do our best for the village as a whole.  At the end of the Spring 
lockdown we were able to unveil the new outdoor gym equipment and extended play 
area that had been installed at the Community Centre playing fields.  These have 
been well received by residents and it has been a real pleasure to see so many 
children enjoying the new facilities over the Summer.  The project was made 
possible by a Community Grant from South Northants Council of £50,000, but we 
didn’t just get one grant – we managed to secure a second one for the same amount 
to allow some significant improvements to the Community Centre, upgrading this 
great village facility.  Hopefully it won’t be too long before everyone will have a 
chance to see the changes that have been made for themselves.  In addition the 
Parish Council has purchased a Vehicle Activated Sign that will be erected at various 
locations around the village to try and deter motorists from speeding.  However we 
do need volunteers to come forward to help with the relocation of the sign every few 
weeks.  So far only 2 residents have come forward but we are sure there are others 
who could spare an hour every six weeks or so to ensure the success of this project.  
The more volunteers we have, the less often they will be called on!  Please contact 

 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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the Parish Clerk if you are willing to help, it will be greatly appreciated by everyone. 
We are of course aware that many of the village groups and organisations have 

been unable to meet or arrange the events that they would normally, but the Parish 
Council still has funding available for grants to any village organisation seeking 
funding for a project. So if you are involved with an organisation or group in the 
village that needs some new equipment or funding for a project, application forms are 
a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  B u g b r o o k e  P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  w e b s i t e 
(BugbrookeparishCouncil.Org.Uk) or by contacting the Parish Clerk on 01604 
832838. 

The Chairman and all the Parish Councillors would like to take this opportunity 
to wish everyone in the village a Peaceful Christmas and a better 2021. 

Should We Have a War Memorial? 
As many people in the village are aware Bugbrooke is one of a very small number of 
towns and villages to have a War Memorial Window in the church. Ours is quite 
beautiful and something we should be very proud of, but the Parish Council has 
received requests from a number of residents to explore the possibility of having a 
more traditional type of memorial elsewhere in the village. 

Unfortunately, it’s not simply a case of deciding we would like one, raising the 
funding for it and building it.  All War Memorials have to be registered and they will 
not allow any duplications – so for Bugbrooke the memorial in the church is already 
registered.  If residents decide that this is something they would like, then it must be 
understood that expectations will have to be carefully managed – a new memorial 
could not have any names on it, but rather it would have to be a much more general 
memorial to all who served in the armed forces in any conflict; new memorials are 
not permitted to carry any religious symbols so it could only be a plain obelisk or a 
mound - its possible location is very limited either on the Waggon and Horses Green 
at the rear of the bus shelter or on the corner of The Paddocks.  However, the bigger 
issues are in relation to funding for the initial purchase and construction and future 
maintenance.  This is possibly something that the Parish Council could award a grant 
to but cannot fund the project in its entirety.  If it is something that people truly want in 
the village there needs to be a project group created who will co-ordinate the fund 
raising, building and maintenance. 

So is this something you think is missing in our village?  Or do you think that the 
memorial window in the church is enough?  If you do think we should have a more 
traditional memorial are you willing to be part of the project steering group? 

Residents are being asked to make their views known, and if they are willing to 
help, to get in touch with the Parish Clerk who will pass their details on to the 
Councillors who are currently looking after the concept. 

Outgoingness and our Contemplation! 
By the time you read these words I expect you will have received or 
thinking of sending the annual Christmas Cards! Perhaps you will 
receive or send traditional cards or perhaps one of those all-singing-
all-dancing e-cards, but how do you respond to them all? Sometimes 
the complete absence of any personal touch can be a bit 
disappointing, like a couple of my friends of many years who simply 
sign their card with their names! However, occasionally a card arrives 
with a bit of news from an old acquaintance with whom we thought 
we’d lost contact and I hope we are delighted. 
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This month against the background of the most challenging years in over half a 
century we once again turn out minds to the true meaning of Christmas. Luke’s 
gospel features a number of messages from God delivered by various messengers 
with high drama. The message receives very different but equally valid responses. 

Firstly, the Angels (the word means “messenger”) bring word of a newly born 
child, “a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord”. Our flashiest e-Christmas card fades 
into obscurity in the light of this display of angelic glory. The first, last, and never to 
be repeated, Christmas spectacular, and who is there to receive it? A bunch of poor 
and uneducated shepherds, but they act upon what they’ve heard and set off in 
search of the child. 

It’s part of popular Christmas tradition that the higher-brow wise men bring 
costly gifts to Jesus while the poor shepherds bring nothing but themselves. But this 
is not true to the story. What the shepherds bring is God’s message from the angels 
and, we are told, everyone who heard it was “amazed”. The shepherds strike us as 
straightforward faithful people who, when they see God at work and hear good news, 
are stirred into action, searching it out and sharing the message with others in a bold, 
uncomplicated way. They are last seen going on their way glorifying and praising 
God, a fine example of a godly way of life. 

Now we turn to Mary. She must have found the shepherds’ words especially 
profound. They echo the angel Gabriel’s earlier visit to Mary, foretelling of the birth of 
Christ the promised Messiah!  Now the child has been born and, while he appears 
ordinary enough, his extraordinary nature is affirmed by more angels via the humble 
shepherds. However, Mary’s response is very different from that of the shepherds, 
she “treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart”.  She’s not quick to 
tell others what has happened; perhaps it’s too personal and intimate. Even her joy 
seems restrained, only surfacing when she visits Elizabeth (the Mother of John the 
Baptist). Nor does she draw conclusions from these prophetic words and strange 
events. Mary’s “treasuring” of these things suggests she is keeping hold of them 
before God until their meaning and importance become clear at some point in the 
future. She is patient, faithful and thoughtful. 

The shepherds’ open, uncomplicated response to God comes from the heart, 
it’s a great state to be in and we should all desire such an attitude and encourage it in 
others. Boldness and enthusiasm are infectious and motivating, this unusual 
Christmas let’s show boldness and enthusiasm in rediscovering the joy of the 
shepherds once more! 

Nevertheless, Mary offers not enthusiastic activism but contemplation. This too 
is very necessary as we reflect once again on the Christmas story.  There is always 
mystery in the Christian faith, not least in the celebration of Jesus’ birth: God born as 
a man.  However, deep “pondering” or reflection over time yields new insights into 
the centre of the Christian message!  Some exciting, some disturbing, but all 
enriching. God’s ways are often a puzzle but we are to treasure what he has given us 
and ponder it in our hearts. 

I can’t finish without referring to the final “message” in this reading, if a “sign” 
counts as a message. According to the angels, “This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” A reminder to us all, 
God’s message is not simply a matter of receiving words but comes in the form of a 
person: Jesus, the man who is God; it is our response to and relationship with this 
Jesus, whose birthday we are celebrating, that counts with God and that gives 
meaning to our shepherd-like outgoingness and our Mary-like contemplation. 
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Have the best Christmas you can possibly have in the light of the gift of God’s 
Son to each and every one of us. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Christmas 2020 and New Year 2021 
It is usually at this time we reveal our full Christmas Programme of Services and 
Events. However, all plans and programmes are, for want of a better expression, up 
in the air! 

Because of the uncertainty we need to be flexible and adaptable in an ever 
changing environment! Please keep your eyes on all social media and your post box! 
Nevertheless a promise — Christmas will be celebrated by the Christian Church, it 
may be different, but we WILL celebrate ‘God with us!’ So watch all spaces available! 

God’s Richest Blessings 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
Though the 2020 Cricket Season is finished there is plenty of work going on behind 
the scenes at the Club. 

We anticipate 2021 to bring a similar set of circumstances and restrictions to 
2021 as it did to 2020, but we’re not going to let that hold us back. 

 The 2021 season will see the return of Bugbrooke’s 3rd XI, there were several 
weekends this season where we could have fielded 3 sides so it’s a justified return to 
action. 

 The return of three sides will see our 2nd XI resume their residency at the 
playing fields, and for the first time since 2017 we’ll be able to use Bugbrooke Rugby 
Club’s changing rooms, so no more cramming 11 cricketers into changing rooms 
built for lawn bowls! 

 Despite all the challenges and hurdles that 2020 put in our way the club 
remains in a very stable financial situation, with no small thanks to our Treasurer 
Valerie Burt and the coterie of alcoholics that make up our playing membership. 

 Our end of season dinner and presentation evening at Northampton Golf Club 
was due to take place in November, we hope we’ll be able to reschedule this for 
March or April of 2021 as a Season Opener. Until then multiple Trophies, Caps, 
Plaques and Novelty Awards shall remain under lock and key. 

We have optimistically booked Duston School for Indoor Nets starting January 
20th 8pm – 9:30pm and continuing every Wednesday afterwards for 10 weeks. As 
with everything in these times we are reliant on the actions of the public as a whole 
to affect what restrictions may or may not be in place next year. 

 Sunday fixtures are already being booked in for next season; our fixture 
secretary Roger Stone is hard at work with his little black book making arrangements 
with other clubs. We shall be facing some old faces as well as some new ones. 

 The May and August bank holiday Sundays are being reserved for a series of 
Intra Club games, of which there will be announcements in the new year, they were 
huge successes in 2020 and we hope to build on that in 2021. 

 We are always on the lookout for new faces to get involved in the club, both in 
a playing and off the field capacity. Our grounds team would greatly appreciate 
anyone who would be interested in getting involved with wicket preparation and 
maintenance so please get in touch if this is something you would be interested in. 
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 Thank you to everybody who has been involved in the club in 2020, it was 
fantastic to see you all. We wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and 
look forward to repeating it all over again in 2021. 
James Culverhouse - Club Secretary 07999 420376, jculv29@gmail.com     
www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com 
Find us on social media - facebook/twitter/instagram @bugbrookecc 

Bugbrooke OAP’S Gift Scheme 
With the current Covid restrictions being somewhat fluid, based on the situation as I 
write and lockdown starting on Thursday 05th November, we are again hoping to 
deliver the vouchers to the applicants during early December. 

Also, due to the possible difficulties in being able to use the vouchers with other 
lockdown extensions, we are extending the time limit to use the vouchers to the end 
of March to cover any future difficulties that may possibly occur. 

The businesses within the village who will accept the vouchers for payment will 
be shown on the vouchers as in previous years. 

Clearly, given that we as a committee have been unable to raise any funds this 
year, we are pleased that we are still able to issue vouchers again for this festive 
season. 

May we from the OAP’s Committee, wish you all, a very happy, peaceful, safe 
and healthy Christmas, after what has been a most difficult and challenging few 
months for everyone. 
Nigel Burt, Chairman 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church, Bugbrooke 
The Friends of Bugbrooke Church are holding a Fund Raising Event on 22nd 
January at 7:30pm. This will take the form of a Quiz via Zoom and is purely to raise 
funds and have some fun. This will replace the usual events that we have been 
unable to hold due to the pandemic. 

The funds raised go towards the upkeep of the church building which dates 
back to the 13th Century and unfortunately still requires maintenance during this 
time. 

To enter the quiz we’ll ask you to make a fixed donation of £5.00 per team, with 
an additional £1.00 per ticket if you would like to take part in the raffle (prizes will be 
delivered to a local address). 

If you are interested in participating please email fotcbugbrooke@yahoo.com or 
Telephone 01604 530666 for more details. 
Jim Inch 

Hello from all at Bugbrooke Community Primary School  
I would like to say what an absolute pleasure it has been having all of the children 
back in school after such a long time out. The last half term was such a busy, but 
exciting 7 weeks and this term has started with Wow Days and Science weeks for 
some of our pupils.   

This year has been a challenge on many levels for our families, but I would like 
to say a huge thank you to David Clayson and the Bugbrooke Community Café—CIC 
Food Distribution Scheme, who have been able to secure our school with a 
substantial grant to support our families. Because of the generosity and hard work of 
this team of people, all of our Free School Meal families were given food vouchers 

http://www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com
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for the half term and will also receive support during the Christmas Holiday. They 
also had been able to provide some of our self-isolating families with food parcels.  

I honestly cannot thank them enough.   
Rebecca Birch, Head Teacher of Bugbrooke Community Primary School  

Village Green 
It goes without saying that this Christmas is likely to be a bit different to usual, 
meaning we may not be able to visit friends and family to the same extent. So I 
want to make this Christmas as normal as possible for my children, but at the same 
time resist the pressure to buy a glut of presents – if this pandemic has taught me 
anything it’s that spending quality time with loved ones is far more important than 
spending money on ‘stuff’.   

With the increasing concern over how our consumption is linked to climate 
change and biodiversity loss, through the carbon emissions and deforestation 
associated with manufacture and shipping of products, I feel the best gift I can give 
my children is to do my best to safeguard their futures.  

I’ll suggest to my children that they could ask Father Christmas for vouchers 
for experiences and days out, and for other presents I’m going to see what I can 
find second hand - there’s some real bargains out there! Where I do need to buy 
something new, I ’ve found the ethical consumer website 
(www.ethicalconsumer.org) to be a good guide to the most responsible retailers. 
Some retailers are addressing the single-use plastic problem and are stocking 
plastic-free Christmas crackers. Hopefully Christmas decorations will become 
more sustainable in future too, although the best option is to re-use last year’s. 

When it comes to wrapping, I’m looking out for paper that is 100% recyclable, 
and I’ve found some tape that is paper-based, instead of Sellotape. Better still, I 
saved some pretty gift bags from last year, so I can re-use those. Cards can be 
really difficult to recycle too, especially if they have loads of glitter on them. I’m 
really lazy with writing Christmas cards, so I think I’ll make a donation to charity 
and wish everyone a Merry Christmas on Facebook instead (and save a fortune in 
stamps!).   

 
Clare Slater. Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton member of South 
Northants Action on Climate https://www.facebook.com/southnorthantsactiononclimate/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sustainableish.northampton/about/ 
                                                            

http://www.ethicalconsumer.org
https://www.facebook.com/southnorthantsactiononclimate/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sustainableish.northampton/about/
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Bugbrooke Beaver Scout group 
After extensive risk assessments and a deep clean of the scout hut beavers were allowed to 
meet again face to face. Meetings recommenced in September.  

The first few meetings were held outside and we were fortunate with the weather. For 
the first meeting beavers enjoyed getting back together and meeting up with their friends. 
To keep them warm several socially distanced games were played and some keep fit 
exercises were undertaken. Scouting rules are different to school rules and beavers have to 
be socially distanced. For this to happen beavers were all given a hula hoop to mark  their 
space so great fun was had hula hooping. For our second meeting beavers met at the 
millennium green and completed a nature hunt. They enjoyed running around the green and 
locating all the things on their list. For our third meeting the beavers made animals with 
conkers using cocktail sticks to join them together. Some new species of animals were 
made and beavers had great fun creating them. For our final meeting before half term we 
met in the scout hut as the evenings were getting too dark to be outside. The beavers 
coloured in some poppies and completed a word search about Remembrance Day and 
made a Guy Fawkes out of old socks ready to put on the campfire which we hope to have 
before we go into our second lockdown. We will also be toasting some marshmallows which 
the beavers are very excited about.  

For the remainder of the term we have a packed programme whether it be face to face 
or on zoom. Beavers are also looking forward to a virtual sleepover with lots of  fun activities 
to keep them and their families busy. 
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These seasonal pictures from 
around Bugbrooke are from 
Kaye Adams 
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Bugbrooke History Group 
History was made by the History Group on September 9th 2020. Our first Zoom 
meeting was held at 7.30pm and our speaker John Perkins gave a lively and very 
informative presentation on the last 800 years of the Church in Bugbrooke. Now known 
as St. Michael and All Angels, the Parish Church is 800 years old this year. And had 
there not been a pandemic there would have been exhibitions and celebrations. 
However such jollity has been postponed until next year, when we hope people will be 
able to come together and enjoy the various events. 

The Zoom meeting was declared a success. Many people were able to attend 
including some who do not get to our regular meetings at the Community Centre. We 
are aware that those who cannot get Zoom cannot join in on this new form of 
communication, but such is the march of technology that there are ways of tuning in on 
phones and tablets. I would encourage you to find out what is possible. 

Zoom does have the advantage of not having to move from the comfort of your 
own home, and you don’t need to worry about the virus free environment. Social 
distancing is not a problem either. But the disadvantage is that you have to provide 
your own refreshments. What was lovely was that a group of like minded people came 
together at a particular time and enjoyed the talk.  I am hoping that we shall do more 
talks in this way. The History Group is not stuck in the past. 

A second Zoom meeting was held in October. This was a follow up when various 
questions were asked and answered by John Perkins and Geoff Cooke. They 
explained more about the plaques, the possible paintings on the walls and the 
mediaeval graffiti which can still be seen in the Church. Thank you John and Geoff for 
an excellent presentation. 

We shall continue with Zoom meetings as the normal style is not practical at the 
moment. This does mean that anyone who is interested can sign into Zoom and enjoy 
our history talks.  In December we usually have a winter walk. This too will take place 
on Zoom. Margaret Cooke has agreed to take us on an illustrated walk round Stowe. 
Before lockdown Margaret took groups of people round the gardens there, telling them 
of the amazing history of statues and temples etc. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
learn more about Stowe without getting cold or wet.  The Walk round Stowe is 
Wednesday December 9th at 7.30p.m.   We also have planned meetings in January 
and February. January is Ladder making in Bugbrooke (special interest for those who 
live in Laddermakers Yard.  February is the History of the Northampton Royal Theatre. 

If you are interested in any of these meetings, please send me your e-mail details 
and I can forward you the links at the appropriate time. 
Pat Kent  secretary. E-mail  frksp6@gmail.com 

Bugbrooke Wednesday Club 
Sadly, due to the Covid virus and associated restrictions, our members have not been 
able to meet since February and all our spring and summer events had to be 
cancelled.  We have, however, been able to keep in touch with our members on a 
regular basis by telephone and we are pleased to say that at the time of writing this, 
everyone is well. 

With the current situation it looks as if it will be spring before we are able to get 
together again, so in the meantime we wish everyone a very happy and peaceful 
Christmas and a Healthy New Year. We hope that things will improve for 2021 and we 
look forward to seeing you all again as soon as it is  safe  to do so. 

Sending our Good Wishes to you all, 
Linda, Shirley and helpers 
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Nature Notes 
With so much uncertainty at the moment, it is reassuring to know that Mother Nature 
continues in her usual fashion… some things don’t change. As I write, tonight, clocks 
will be put back to Greenwich Mean Time… we will gain an hour. This really does feel 
like the beginning of winter. I always imagine that the birds are sat looking at their 
watches waiting to deliver their dawn chorus, wondering when it is going to be light. 

Autumn is giving us the usual splendid show and we are hoping that the leaves 
can remain on the trees a little while longer as it does make winter feel shorter when 
autumn is extended and the drab run-up to Christmas is shortened. Some of the later 
trees, like the birch trees, have yet to turn their glorious yellow. It’s lovely that we get a 
later display… some years it can be late November before we see our silver birch 
copse at its best. 

By the time we go to print and you read your LINK, winter will be well established, 
much of the wildlife that we see during spring and summer will have hunkered down 
and have found their place to overwinter. So try not to be too tidy in the borders at this 
time of year. It’s a temptation to get everything cut down, ready for action in the spring. 
But leave some plants standing as shelter. Half our garden, beyond the stock wall, is 
what we call informal. We have wild areas dotted about the place that are perfect for 
overwintering creatures. We have just made a new log pile down the bottom of the 
garden where they won’t be disturbed... insects such as beetles and small mammals 
need somewhere to keep warm. Just a simple pile of different sizes of logs, twigs and 
leaves in a sheltered corner will create small crevices and a safe haven from the 
extreme weather of winter. Already the ladybirds are snuggling down in our window 
frames and I have to resist the urge to open the windows on a nice day. Voles and 
woodmice are also busy feeding themselves up for winter. Recently I’ve seen more 
squirrels that appear to be stocking up their pantries scattered all over the garden. 
There are a couple of oaks in close proximity and so we find we are getting little oak 
trees appearing where they’ve forgotten where they put their acorns. 

Sadly we don’t see hedgehogs in the garden as we have fencing around the 
property to keep out the marauding rabbits, but I should just remind you if you’re 
intending to have a bonfire on 5th November (or at any time of course) to check first 
that there are no hogs in your pile. It is always best to make your fire at the last minute 
so that they’ve not decided to hibernate in amongst your prunings and leaves. 
Throughout winter you may come across the odd hedgehog as they will wake and go 
looking for food when the weather is mild. If you see a youngster and it looks on the 
small side, it may struggle to survive the winter. The British Hedgehog Preservation 
Society say a hog needs to be 700g to survive winter. If you’re unsure how you can 
help a little hog, then you can call Tel: 01584 890801 and talk to someone. 

As soon as we see the cooler temperatures, we will be upping the suet for the 
little birds, along with the sunflower seeds or hearts, niger, peanuts, mealworms and 
we also have a winter mix of seeds that attracts all the small birds to the table. Never 
allow the food supply to run out as they come to rely on us and a regular food supply is 
important to see them through the colder weather. They may rely on you for water 
when we have cold weather and shallow water is frozen over. 

November is the time that this year's cubs disperse and go and find their own 
territory and from December the dog fox will follow the vixen until she’s ready to mate 
and then he will move on to find another. They become quite vocal and you will hear 
the screech of the foxes calling to one another as December – February is their 
breeding season. We find that once the leaves are off the trees and hedges, their 
eerie call travels quite far. 
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We see fewer badgers up here during the winter. They don’t hibernate but they 
don’t come out as much and stay underground. I believe they have their babies at the 
start of the year. 

We have noticed that December is the month when we first notice the roe deer 
grazing in groups on open ground and it reminds us that Christmas is on its way. I do 
hope that you’re all going to make the most of Christmas and remember the spirit of 
Christmas is what matters. 

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and may 2021 be a better year for us all. 
Pamela Cox 

Hedgehog Rescue 
Just prior to writing this we did the final release of 2020, making a total of 47 hedgehogs 
rehabilitated and released over the summer of what is turning into a very strange year. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all those individuals who have supported us 
through this challenging year (you know who you are). During the lockdown when 
shopping was an issue for all of us people took the time to pop cat/dog food onto their 
shopping list and brought it round or made a donation either directly or at Katie’s Petstop 
for the hogs. 

I greatly appreciate your kindness and will always remember it as one of my 
positive times during the pandemic.  Also thank you for all the newspaper, it makes the 
most excellent hedgehog loo roll with no panic buying required! 

Sadly, we do lose hogs as even with the vet’s help, we cannot save all of them, but 
we are releasing far more than we lose and the vast majority get that second chance in 
life. It is a huge privilege to be able to watch them gain health and strength and then 
head off to a new life. 

Looking forward we are starting to fill up with the autumn juveniles who will remain 
with us all winter until they are big enough to cope in the wild and the weather improves 
again. 

I have a new mobile number so if you need to contact me it is now 07704057586. 
Hopefully, this winter will see us all move through this pandemic safely. 
Take care and thank you once again. 

Vicky Greening 

This hog is one of a litter 
of six hoglets that came in 
at the end of September 
weighing around 120g 
each, they all made it 
through and now weigh 
500g plus. They are too 
small to leave us safely 
before the weather turns, 
so they will be in the 
hedgehog B&B this winter. 
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Thomas Cliffe and Theo Paphitis from 
Dragons Den who chose Café Track 
as a Small Business of the Week  

 

Bugbrooke Guides 
The new academic year has started and we have welcomed six new Guides!  Our 
weekly meetings have continued virtually, and we 
have been doing a range of activities, including 
badge work. One evening we completed part of our 
Know Yourself badge by writing letters to our future 
self to open in five years’ time. The Guides were 
budding masterchefs one evening, cooking a 
vegetable stir fry by following along with a virtual 
cook-along. I think all the parents enjoyed having 
their dinner cooked for them! Bugbrooke Brownies 
joined us for a quiz and games night, we hope they 
had a good time. For an Autumnal crafting evening 
the Guides all made paper hedgehogs, which had a 
great range of names! 

Coming up for the rest of the term our meetings 
include Parliament Week 2020, Remembrance craft 
evening, a talk from the Cats Protection and 
Christmas crafts! 

If your daughter is aged 10-14 and would like to 
join Bugbrooke Guides, please get in touch! 
Helen Chick, bugbrookeguides@gmail.com 

Village Profile  
Thomas Cliffe: Founder of TRACK  in Northampton (support for autism, employment 
& training) 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? If not, where did you live before coming here? 
I was born in Northampton, and lived in Ash 
Grove Bugbrooke until the age of 1, when we 
moved to a small village called Charlton, in 
South Northamptonshire where my dad had 
been appointed as the Head Teacher of the 
village Primary School. We made regular visits 
to visit my Grandad (Tom) and Grandma (Doris) 
who continued to live in Ash Grove. I eventually 
moved back to Bugbrooke in June 2013, firstly 
in Smitherway and later Johns Road. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes, I think that I did. I consider myself very 
lucky to have been surrounded by a loving 
family and given many opportunities. 
Northamptonshire is a fantastic county, and to 
grow up here for me was a privilege. I have 
many fond memories of Bugbrooke as a child, 
when we returned most weekends to visit my 
Dad’s parents. We would often drop my Mum 
off at their house, and my Dad would then take 
me to the County Ground to watch the Cobblers 
(Started at the age of 5, and I’ve never changed 

 

 

mailto:bugbrookeguides@gmail.com
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yet). We spent a lot of time together as a family and that is something I am extremely 
thankful for. Our holidays were often spent at seaside towns across the UK, and every 
other weekend was spent at towns all over the place watching The Cobblers. 
Do you have brothers or sisters? 
I have a sister who is a teacher in a special school. My parents were both teachers. My 
mother taught in a special school and my father in a Primary School. I started teaching  
Business Studies and then moved to pastoral care which led me to specialise in 
autism. 
Where did you train? 
 I did a degree at Manchester University in Business Management after going to 
Magdalen College in Brackley. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
There are many things to like about Bugbrooke. We have lots of great friends in the 
village. The village is lucky to have a range of fantastic places and facilities from the 
Bakers Arms, to the Football, Cricket and Rugby teams and of course Nina’s! We are 
also surrounded by beautiful countryside and have many great local walks, especially 
along the Grand Union. The village also has a great 90s Indie Tribute Band. (The 
Raccoons – shameless self promotion!) 
Do you have an ambition? 
I like helping people, so I guess the more people I can help, the better. My day job 
involves supporting autistic people to access employment through a Social Enterprise 
called TRACK which I found in 2018, and then a year later we opened Café Track in 
Northampton Market Square to provide a place for people to develop their 
employability skills. I would love Northamptonshire to lead the way in addressing a 
national issue (just 16% of autistic adults are in full time employment). I would also say 
that my main ambition is to help other people achieve their ambitions, it is great 
watching other people achieve. 
Tell me more about TRACK 
At the moment we are helping between 50 and 60 people in various ways. Particularly 
now people need support. We have recently formed a link with the National Computer 
Museum in Bletchley. There will be opportunities for training in coding and other IT 
skills making people employable. We are developing these sorts of links with 
businesses all the time. Cafe TRACK is an informal community cafe providing a safe 
place in the middle of Northampton. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
Tough question, I hope people would say that I tried my best to help others. As a 
teacher for 10 years it was always great to see students, many years after they have 
left, return and find out they have gone on to achieve great things. 
What are you most proud of? 
Outside of my family which I am incredibly proud of, I am proud to be supporting 
people to access employment. Playing a small role in helping people to change their 
lives is something I am proud of. 
When was your happiest moment? 
I have so many happy memories, in so many different areas, I really wouldn’t want to 
pick one. From - the birth of my son, wedding day, Cobblers winning at Wembley 
through to playing gigs and spending time with friends. I think the key thing is to enjoy 
as much as we can, for as long as we can. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
To be honest, I would be happy if I could just take a few CDs (or the modern day 



36 

 



37 

 

equivalent) and listen to music for many years. 
Do you enjoy music/sport? 

Yes I love music, and enjoy playing drums in The Raccoons, it is great to spend 
time with friends doing something which we enjoy. We started up in August 2017 after 
watching a band, and decided to form our own band. Having played drums as a 
teenager I was fortunate that my then band (Zelega) played across the country and 
managed to support some bands which I was a fan of myself. Playing in The Raccoons 
has been a great experience and we have played gigs in a variety of pubs across the 
County. There are four of us; Andy, Kiron, Ian and me. It is a great way of relaxing. 

I also enjoy watching live music, particularly 90s indie bands such as Oasis, Stone 
Roses and the Happy Mondays. But I also inherited a musical taste from the 60’s 
onwards from my parents including everything from Fleetwood Mac through to Status 
Quo, and The Beatles through to The Specials. 

I am a keen sports fan. Mainly this revolves around The Cobblers where I am 
fortunate to be the Match Day host which I have done for 12 seasons. It involves 
entertaining hospitality guests on each home game – giving a tour of the stadium, 
interviewing the Man of the Match and presenting sponsors with their gifts. I enjoy a 
range of sports from Cricket to Darts to Motorsport. To think we live so close to the 
home of MotorSport at Silverstone is great. My first Grand Prix was at the end of 16, 
working as a litter picker and I love the atmosphere at the F1 weekends. It is fair to say 
during COVID 19 it has made me appreciate just how much I do truly enjoy sport and 
music, and attending live events. 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
I don’t think you should look back and change things in many ways. I enjoyed teaching, 
and love what I do now. The best thing is I can say I have learnt something from every 
job I have ever done. Whilst I would love to be a professional musician, maybe the 
professional part of it would change my enjoyment. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
I really enjoy our family trips to Devon. Our honeymoon in St Lucia was truly a once in a 
lifetime moment which I really enjoyed, but there are also many lovely spaces a fair bit 
closer to home. 
What is your favourite food/restaurant? 
I like spicy food, mainly Indian! 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Take every opportunity you are given. 
What in life is most important to you? 
Family and Friends are the most important things in life. 
Interviewed by Pat Kent 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-
age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group usually meets at Bugbrooke 
Sports and Community Centre, on the third Monday of the month at 2.00pm (except for 
December, on the second Monday) and non-members are welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups – most suspended at the time of writing - 
that have met regularly, including Book and Jigsaw Exchanges, Classics for Pleasure, 
Conversational French, Genealogy, ‘Beginners’ and ‘Intermediate’ German, Literature, 
Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, Photography, Play Reading and Scrabble.  (The 
Photography Group has started regular virtual meetings by video link).  
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Planned events, unlikely to take place under the prevailing regulations at the 
time of writing: 

Monday 14 December at 2.00pm – ‘The Drydens of Canons Ashby’ by Thomas 
Rathwell. 

Monday 18 January 2021 at 2.00pm – ‘The Sport of Kings and the Kings of 
Horses’ by Adrian McGlynn. 

For the latest information, including any changes to meetings and for general 
enquiries, visit the website https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene. 

Bugbrooke Birdwatch  30th-31st  January 2021 
The Bugbrooke Birdwatch will take place on the weekend of 30th and 31st January. 
As in previous years the tally forms will be available at Petstop and also online at 
www.bugbrookelink.co.uk early in January. If you participated last year, you should 
receive one during the week before the event. The 8th February will be the deadline 
for returning the forms to 1 Browns Yard. I do hope you will join in as the more 
information we get, the more it gives us a snapshot of the health of bird life in the 
village. 

As usual, our birdwatch is timed to coincide with the RSPB’s national birdwatch 
and there have been events at various National Trust properties in previous years 
but with the current uncertainty, nothing is planned yet. However, if you are 
interested, it might be worthwhile keeping an eye on the websites of the individual 
properties. These events are normally led by experienced “birders” and can help you 
gain experience, confidence and enjoyment in your birdwatching. 
Margaret Cooke 

Bugbrooke WI 
Hello there 

In September the weather was kind to us and we were able to hold our meeting, 
socially distanced, on the Millennium Green. We combined this with another picnic 
and were glad to be able to catch up with Members' Lock Down news. 
During that meeting we heard that most Members would be happy meeting at a 
Covid friendly venue inside. Unfortunately the rule of 6 was applied almost 
immediately so that put paid to our plans. Determined not to be beaten we decided 
to purchase a Zoom licence and we held our October meeting on Zoom. It was a 
new experience for several of our Members but enjoyable nonetheless. We will 
probably hold our meetings this way until Spring 2021. 

In November we will have a speaker. Kate Mawer will give us a talk about 
"Uncovering the history of a Northampton farmhouse" which I am told is very 
interesting. 

We resumed our Crafty Chatter afternoons in October. This was achieved by 
splitting into two groups to comply with the rule of 6. Members meet, with or without 
some form of craft, and enjoy a chat. Those attending enjoyed the chance to 
exchange news and views. 

New Members are still very welcome even in these strange times. We may not 
be able to have face to face contact but a warm welcome awaits you anyway. For 
further details please contact Pat Grant on 01604 317398. 
We wish everybody a very happy Christmas and a happy healthy New Year 
Brenda Astell 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
about:blank
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Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Life has changed so much since our last meeting in February. We have missed our 
monthly 'fix' of lovely flower demonstrations as well as various outings and events 
during the year. The committee had 2 zoom meetings and in September we met in 
Nether Heyford Village Hall (a covid safe environment) socially distanced of course. 
It was good to get together but very strange. Jayne Edmunds a member of our club 
and retired national demonstrator was hoping to lead us in a workshop, not 
possible, so Jayne forwarded 
this lovely arrangement. 

 Simone, our president is 
hoping to present a step by step 
lesson on zoom so that we can 
all have a go. We look forward 
to the day we can welcome 
back members to enjoy 
friendship through flowers. Until 
then to all of them and all 
Bugbrooke residents Stay Safe 
and well. 
Jane Barker     

 

Winter Trees 
by Nathan Doyle 25/4/19 
 

Magical thoughts, wonderful times - when 'where' was somehow different. 
 
Dreams; these could not be seen, and in truth, could never promise this. 
 
This memory could not be thought, or remembered the same way twice.  
Although this memory was not eternal, it seemed to last forever,  
by what it had created around it; like the circles that form of swirling leaves in 

  Autumn. 
 
Time is where not just this memory existed. 
 
Once upon time, there was a memory. 
 
Time was different, more distant. It was as if,  
the harder you tried to picture the memory,  
the more distant it would become,  
changing constantly independent within its own timescale.  
 
Not living, nor ever was. 
 
Empty trees in Winter, nor were they ever,  
yet perhaps we did not see that at the time. 



42 

 



43 

 

So sad to see my very most favourite of trees 
has fallen. Does anyone know how old it was 
and what type of tree?  Not sure if it was the bad 
weather or damage perhaps. I am happy to have 
gained the energy that I did from this single tree 
that went on to inspire sculptures, carvings, 
sketches, mixed-media, photography - I felt this 
was the tree that sparked my interest in nature 
and led me to explore forests and woodlands 
around the UK. Farewell dearest tree, your 
friend,  
Nathan Doyle 
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