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The Bugbrooke ñLINKò Committee 
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Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our 
contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions in the 
factual content of the information. 

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not 
necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee.  

Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not necessarily 
 endorsed by the LINK Management Committee. 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 203), April 2017 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
 

Welcome to a packed issue ï thanks to everyone who provides 
contributions to make such an interesting village magazine. 

As the weather improves, Iôm sure people will be looking 
towards outdoor activities and sports. Youôll see that the Bowls Club in Bugbrooke and 
the Tennis Club in Nether Heyford are both seeking new members. 

If you are involved in one of the sporty organisations in the village, please consider 
letting us know what youôre doing and get in the habit of providing a regular contribution. 
Itôs really important that you get people interested and hopefully inspire some to join 
your club. 

By investing a bit of your time in writing an article, you will enhance the LINK and 
increase the feeling of inclusion within the village. I look forward to hearing from you. 

The LINK AGM is to be held at 7.30 pm on Thursday 04 May 2017 at 31 Pilgrims 
Lane. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 01 May 
2017, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred way of 
us receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com 

Bugbrooke Parish Council  
The burning issue for the Parish Council at the moment is trying to make sure the 
Bakers Arms remains as a community asset within the village.  The last thing the Parish 
Council would want to see is for more houses to appear on the site. 

You will find a short article about the issue elsewhere in this issue of the Link and I 
would ask anyone interested in investing in the potential business to register their 
interest with the Parish Clerk ï 832838 or bugbrookepc@btconnect.com .  She will then 
put all the interested parties in touch with each other for them to decide the way forward.  
Alternatively any individual or group that is considering investing in this potentially 
lucrative site needs to act before mid-June when the temporary moratorium on the sale 
expires. 

The Parish Council has unanimously voted against the proposal by Campion 
School to remove the bus stop opposite the school.  It was felt that this stop is useful to 
members of the local community and also that children wishing to catch a bus towards 
Northampton were not safer walking to the Butts Hill stop where they still have to cross 
the road at the top of the hill and adjacent to a road junction.  The point was made that 
crossing the road outside the school is made significantly worse by the haphazard 
parking of parentôs cars when picking up children from school. 

Councillor Alan Kent will again be organising the Community Speedwatch scheme 
in the village in the Summer.  A team of volunteers operate the police provided 
equipment and they are always looking for new recruits.  If anyone is interested in 
joining the group (full training is given by the police) please contact the Parish Clerk who 
will pass the names on to Councillor Kent.  The next training day is Saturday 10th June 
at Caroline Chisholm School. 

Front Page:   Fiona Seager  posted this great picture on Facebook on the 1st March  
of Daffodils in the churchyard.  
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The Parish Council will be taking on the Custodian Trusteeship of the new land 
recently acquired next to the original playing fields and in its continued attempts to 
improve facilities in the village will be upgrading the surfacing of the childrenôs play area 
on the playing fields.  The Parish Council are also in negotiations with Northamptonshire 
Highways for the refurbishment of the bus shelter at the Kislingbury Road/Johns Road 
cross roads. 

Following the recent Radio Northamptonshire programme on Frank Wright, it has 
been suggested that a memorial be erected to him somewhere in the village.  The Parish 
Council has agreed, in principle, to contribute towards such a memorial.  The Parish 
Council is also seeking the replacement of the area of grass verge that has recently been 
removed in Pilgrims Lane.  It has been drawn to the attention of Northamptonshire 
Highways that it is the desire of the council that Pilgrims Lane should retain its ñLaneò 
character by keeping all the grass verges in place. 

Whilst the majority of the street lighting has now been changed over to more 
modern lanterns, there are still a few where we are awaiting supplies of replacement 
equipment.  Unfortunately there has been a delay in obtaining supplies but it is 
anticipated that they will be installed very soon.  The exercise has not only improved the 
lighting in the village but will enable the Parish Council to save over £3,500 on its energy 
bills, which it will be making available to village organisations applying for grant funding. 
John Curtis 

Bugbrooke Village Speedwatch  
NEEDS MORE VOLUNTEERS 
Please call ï parish office on 01604 832838 
CAN  YOU SPARE A COUPLE OF HOURS? 
Each year over a period of six weeks, a team of volunteers operates the police 
Speedwatch equipment in the village in an effort to deter people from speeding through 
the village.  As a volunteer you will receive full training and may only be called on once or 
twice during the 6 weeks, but in order to keep the scheme going, we really do need some 
extra people.   

Community Enhancement Contribution 
As part of the planning agreement relating to the Johns Road development, the Parish 
Council has received approximately £15,000 to be spent on facilities in the village.   Do 
you have any suggestions as to what this money could be used for?  Please remember 
that the Parish Council only has limited powers ï it canôt resurface roads; put down yellow 
lines or arrange a new bus service to Towcester ï however we might want to! 

There are limitations on what the money can be spent on but Councillors are keen 
to see it used to provide additional facilities if at all possible.  You may remember that 
last year it was proposed to spend it on a fitness trail, but that idea was not popular.  So 
now is your chance to have a say.  In the past people have suggested more play 
equipment for children of all ages but unfortunately the cost of such equipment, the 
installation and the need for land in an appropriate location means that this is not a viable 
option. 

Please send your ideas to the Parish Clerk, either by email at 
bugbrookepc@btconnect.com by post to the Community Centre or via the new Parish 
Council Website to be launched very soon ï Bugbrooke Parish Council.org.uk 

mailto:bugbrookepc@btconnect.com
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The Drum Beat! 
Putting aside all the derivatives from around the world, from 1962 to 
1970 The Beatles released 12 studio albums, 13 extended singles (EPs) 
and 22 singles!  Then in 1995 The Beatles Anthology was released.  A 
three-volume set of double albums, and a book focusing on the history of 
The Beatles with Paul, George and Ringo all participating in the making 
and approval of this almost definitive collection of the phenomenon 
known as óBeatlemaniaô. 

I was once again transported back to listening and seeing them on óThank Your 
Lucky Starsô, óTop of the Popsô and John Lennon inviting people to rattle their jewellery 
at The Royal Variety Performance!  However, I guess like many people over time, I 
forgot to notice how good Ringo Starr was on drums, offering much to the overall unique 
sound of The Beatles. This was especially true in the early years when their music was 
intrinsically just the four of them! 

George became known as óThe Quiet Beatleô after The Anthology, but I would like 
to name Ringo as óThe Underrated Beatleô. This said, I am not a ódrum soloô devotee 
and to my shame I have tended to go for a loo break during the many long, convoluted 
and boring drum solos at rock concerts! Nevertheless, well played and balanced 
drumming adds much to the sound and forms an intrinsic part of the overall 
performance. For example, the excellent drumming provided for Carol King in her Hyde 
Park concert last year, when she performed her superb Album óTapestryô live in its 
entirety for the first time. 

The drum beat is an important part of the overall sound of music, especially as we 
have progressed from the Beatle era, but it is a part of music we often forget and 
underrate. 

A little like the drum beat of Godôs creation.  There is a beat behind what he made 
and created and it is ignored at our peril.  God gave us this wonderful creation to be in 
partnership with him.  In Genesis 1 v 28 we read what he said to man and woman óBe 
fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea 
and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.ô  He 
did not say maim, damage, rape and plunder and become deaf to the drum beat of 
creation! 

Many of our problems stem from our deafness to Godôs beat as The Pacific 
Womanôs Consultation of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation states in the 
following:- 

We believe that creation is a gift of God, 
an expression of our creatorôs goodness. 
We believe that as human beings 
we are part of this creation, 
and that we share in a special way 
in the creative power of God. 
We believe that the resources 
of our land and waters and air 
are precious gifts from our creator, 
to be used and looked after with loving care. 
We believe that there is a rhythm to Godôs creation, 
like a drum beat; 
when we lose the beat, 
or the drum is damaged, 
the music is out of tune. 
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As we enter into Easter 2017 let us tune our ears to Godôs drum beat and also look 
again at how God has acted to bring us and all his creation back to him by means of the 
Cross. óFor God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal lifeô. 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

The Future of the Bakers Arms? 
A significant number of people attended the special meeting held on 6th February to 
discuss what it is that residents would like to see happen in the future.   The Chairman of 
the Parish Council made it clear that however reluctantly, the Parish Council would not 
be leading or taking part in any financial arrangements relating to the building or the site. 

It was clear from an almost unanimous vote that residents would like to see The 
Bakers Arms continue to be a building which was an asset for the community in the 
future.  A number of suggestions were put forward as to how the building could be used 
for the benefit of the village as whole, but as yet there is no resolution to the issue of 
funding the project. 

I am sure that everyone will have seen reports on the news about the formation of 
Community Pubs, where the building is purchased and run by a consortium of residents.  
For anyone who may be interested, there is a vast amount of information and assistance 
available ï The Plunkett Foundation and CAMRA - are but two such sources and there 
are others offering advice on financing the project. 

The sale price of the building and land is approximately £450,000, so that is the 
amount that a community group would have to raise to buy the building, then additional 
funds would be required for actually getting the project up and running. As explained the 
Parish Council will not be taking any role in a community bid, but if anyone is interested 
they are asked to contact the Parish Clerk either by email or phone and she will act as co
-ordinator, putting everyone in touch with everyone else. We can only hope that we can 
come together as a community to save this quintessential feature of the centre of our 
village. 
Parish Clerk Contact Details   -  Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com/ 01604832838 

Bugbrooke WI 
 We were saddened to hear that Ruby Coles, a long standing member of our WI, had 
died on Friday 24th February. Ruby had been a member for a long time and had 
done committee work and was Sports Secretary as well. She was very competitive 
and during skittles matches she would make comments to urge us to do our best, 
with her lovely sense of humour. 

 On Friday 24th February several members and their husbands met at The 
Royal India at Pattishall to mark the end of our WI skittles season. It was a very 
happy evening. Vish made us all welcome and the food was hot and delicious. 

 Skittles was not so successful, we lost four of the five matches we played but 
we thoroughly enjoyed them all and met and made friends with members of other 
WIs. 

 Brian and Linda Hartgrove's talk on Wainwrights Coast to Coast walk was full 
of interesting facts and we were impressed by their enthusiasm. 

 In February we were joined by husbands and friends to watch Malcolm Hill 
demonstrate wood turning. He made two beautiful items which he donated to our 
raffle and had a table of goodies for sale. 

mailto:Bugbrookepc@btconnect.com/
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Amber Zafar will talk to us in March on the role of Women in Islam which should 
improve our knowledge on this subject. 

In April Jill Hodgkinson from Flore WI is coming to continue her demonstrations on 
Sugarcraft.  The last time she was here we made penguins for Christmas.  This time we 
will make something for Easter.  These meetings are always fun, come and join us and 
learn a new skill (cost for sugar paste £2 per head). 

 Our annual "Resolutions" evening takes place in May and we will be joined by 
members of Harpole WI.  Following our discussion we will be entertained by the WI 
County Choir. 

 Jane Rimmell from the Bramble Patch will bring examples of patchwork to our 
June meeting for us to handle and talk about. 

 For more information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Carole Bowling on 01604 
832421. 

Bugbrooke OAPôs Christmas Gift Scheme 
We are again holding an ñalternative Trivial Pursuit quiz.ò As in previous years the 
questions will be based on the trivial pursuit game topics. Teams will be groups of four, 
but we welcome individuals or couples to join us as part of a team. 

The quiz begins at 7:30 pm on Friday 19th May in the Pavilion at the Cricket Club 
(please note the new venue). 

A light supper is included and drinks will be available from the bar. 
As this is a popular event tickets will be available on a first come first served basis 

at £8 per person from Nigel & Valerie Burt on 830792. 
The committee wish to thank everyone for their continued support of the OAP 

Christmas Gift Scheme. 
Nigel Burt (Chairman) 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
I must first clarify something. In the article from the Parish Council in the last Link it is 
stated that they have agreed to pay sums to the Friends of the Church towards the 
maintenance and lighting of the Churchyard. The Friends however do not undertake the 
maintenance of the Churchyard; that is organised by the Churchôs PCC (parochial parish 
council). We at Friends cannot claim the credit for all the work that goes into keeping the 
Churchyard looking so wonderful. We have however given financial help, in particular 
paying for the tree safety work that was carried out a little over a year ago. 

Our AGM will be on Wednesday 19th April at 7.30 in the Sunday School. If you are 
interested in our work of assisting with the upkeep of Bugbrookeôs lovely church, then 
please come along. There is no need to be a churchgoer to become a member of the 
Friends. 

Our annual Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz will be on Friday 7th July in the Community 
Centre. This is always an enjoyable event and there will be more details in the next issue 
of Link. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Our February Meeting was all about:- 
New Finds at the Roman Villa Site in Nether Heyford 
 This site has been subject to an Archaeological Investigation by CLASP for 16 years. 
The Community Landscape Archaeological Survey Project is supported by the 


